Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Sudbury
United Methodist Church. Don't forget to add sumc@sudbury-umc.org to your address book so we'll be
sure to land in your inbox!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE PURCHASES OFFICE CENTER
Last week, the New England Conference of the United M ethodist
Church announced the purchase of a new facility located at 411
M errimack Street in M ethuen, M A.

The space will house the bishop's office
along with the conference and the TriState District offices.
The building measures 22,500 square feet
on 1.06 acres of property that includes
parking. The purchase price is $1.2
million.
"As your episcopal leader and brother in Christ, I am so thankful to
each and every one of you at the Annual Conference for supporting
this project," Bishop Devadhar said. "We are called to be good
stewards of our resources, and this move helps us do so. Please pray
that we will continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit as we proceed
through this process."
In a letter written on behalf of the Trustees to announce the purchase,
Board President Bernie Campbell referred to the new building as "a
facility more suitable for the mission of ministry of the New England
Annual Conference."
"We continue to ask for your prayers
for guidance and wisdom as we
proceed with this process," Campbell
wrote. "Hopefully, by the spring, we
will have new and exciting spaces in
which to do God's work."
Campbell also expressed gratitude on
behalf of the Trustees for the financial support of the United M ethodist
Foundation of New England.
The Conference will occupy just over 10,000 square feet on the
second floor of the former medical office building in M ethuen.
Negotiations to sell the first floor are under way. Under the current
plan, a walk-in basement level will be shared space.
The next step is to renovate the property. Trident Building of Salem,
NH, will serve as "Owner's Project M anager." It is hoped that the
conference's offices will be ready in late spring 2018.
A purchase and sale agreement has been signed for the current
Conference Center at 276 Essex Street in Lawrence, and the buyer is
currently doing their due diligence. That process will likely be
completed in by the year's end. While awaiting the completion of the
new building, conference staff will occupy the fourth and fifth floors at
Essex Street.
The Board of Trustees got approval from the 2015 Annual Conference

to seek a new location for the Conference Center. The Lawrence
location presents several challenges - including a lack of parking and
handicapped accessibility. The Conference first occupied 276 Essex
Street in 1996 under a lease/purchase agreement, and purchased the
building in 2002 for $350,000.

PRAYER CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

Oct. 15: Bible Study Sunday class continues
Oct. 15: Blessing of Animals ( SUM C Portico)
Oct. 15: Connexions Concert
Oct. 15: Interfaith Book Club
Oct. 18: Health M inistries Cancer Support
Group
Oct. 18: Bible Study Wednesday class
continues
Oct. 20: Youth Group at Chris Tomlin
Concert
Oct. 22: Organ Crawl
Oct. 28: Trunk or Treat
Oct. 30: Women's Fellowship

LEARN
The Magnuson Moment
Parent: "What did you learn in Sunday School today?"
Child 1: "Nuttin.'"
Child 2: "I dunno."
Sound familiar? Do you ever get responses like these? Do you want
more information to engage your children with? Consider GroupM e.
With GroupM e, you can get a text message with the overall theme,
Bible verse, and question to think for dialog with your children (for
preschool through Grade 5). Whether it's just clarity of information, or
whether you are away for a Sunday and want to stay connected; sign
up for GroupM e. All you need to do is furnish your cell phone number
with the Director of Christian Education, Eric M agnuson. Your cell
phone number will only be used for the purposes of GroupM e texts
about Sunday School.
In Sunday School, the children are given the opportunity to participate
in a special offering for our two sister churches in Dominica which is
being collected each Sunday during the month of October.
Also, there is a special food basket in the downstairs church school
classroom where children can bring items to support our local food
pantry.
Prayer Pals. The key word for Week 6, Oct. 15-21 is:
Endurance, "...let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus..." Hebrews 12:1-2
Do you find yourself restless in church and need to walk around and
expel some of that extra energy? Are you the "natural" story-teller at

family events or gatherings with friends? Do you enjoy being creative
with crafts? If so, please consider sharing your gifts and passions with
the children on Sunday mornings with our Station Rotation. Consider
joining our team for a one time session, or on a rotating basis. Please
contact Eric M agnuson for more information, eric@sudbury-umc.org or
(978) 443-4351 x 207.

Greetings from the SUMC Youth!
Last Sunday night, the youth assembled 60 UM COR hygiene kits.
Hygiene kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced
to leave their homes because of human conflict or natural disaster.
Hygiene kits are also used by UM COR as learning tools in personal
hygiene, literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes. So thank you to all
the families who provided items and to the youth who assembled the
kits.
This Sunday afternoon, we'd like to remind all high school students
that they are invited to meet with Zack in the Chapel during coffee
hour after worship for Bible study. We'll look back at the morning's
scripture passage and talk through any questions or ideas about it. We
can also figure out what else to call it, because the only two things
that Zack can think of as a name are "High School Bible Study" and
"We Have Donuts." By the way, we have donuts.
Quick hits:
Don't forget that the Chris Tomlin concert is just a week-and-ahalf away. You can bring your payment for your ticket ($47) to
youth group on Sunday night.
Camp Berea is M arch 2-4. Youth should sign up via a $25 deposit
by October 29.
Parents, please be sure to check your email for this week's
update.

The Upper Room
The Upper Room booklets are available in the narthex. Help yourself
to a free copy for your daily devotional readings. Or access it online
by clicking here: http://devotional.upperroom.org/

Sunny Hill Pre-School
Sunny Hill Preschool is now enrolling! We
are accepting enrollments for our 3 and 4
year old programs. Sunny Hill's philosophy
integrates academic learning through
purposeful play. By creating
developmentally appropriate curriculum for

children ages 2.9 through 5 years of age, we ignite children's passion
for lifelong learning. For those interested in programming, we offer
programs for 2.9-5 years of age including a Stay, Play and Learn
program that offers flexibility, fun and learning! To schedule a tour,
call 978-443-2627.

CONNECT
Devastation in Dominica
Can you fathom living 21 DAYS without enough food and water?
Without a roof over your head, and no power or fuel? This is the reality for
most people in Dominica, 21 days after this island was brutalized
by the
hurricane.
.
UNICEF estimates that 20,000 children in Dominica are in need of
immediate assistance.
Information indicates all livestock in Dominica was destroyed in the
hurricane. This is devastating for an island where most residents survive on
subsistence farming - they eat what they grow and raise. Hard to do when
your chicken and goats have been wiped out.
Our brothers and sisters in Dominica are suffering and need our help.
We thank those of you who have so generously contributed to SUM C's shortterm fundraiser. This preliminary effort to help will conclude on October 15.
Donations can be made via this link: http://sudbury-umc.org/give. On the
right side of the page, under Give On-line, use the pull down menu, and
select "Dominica Hurricane Relief," or, write a check to Sudbury UM C with
"Dominica Hurricane Relief" in the memo line and send to the church at 251
Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury, M A 01776. Please continue to hold our
brothers and sisters in Dominica in prayer. And, stay tuned for phase two of
SUM C's effort to help. But before you move on...
Can you spare 8 minutes?
If so, watch this video...A Day in Dominica.
Latest Update:
Pastor Dodds and his wife Carlotta were transported via helicopter from
Wesley to M artinique, and eventually flew to Atlanta, where they're staying
with one of their sons. We expect to hear more from them in the next day or
two.

Stop Repeal of Plastic Water Bottle Ban
Sudbury Town M eeting in M ay, 2017, approved a ban on single use plastic
water bottles of one liter or less. This ban will take effect in July, 2018.
A special Town M eeting will be held starting on M onday, October 16, at the
Lincoln-Sudbury High School at 7:30 p.m. Article 17 has been submitted to
repel this plastic water bottle ban. Please attend town meeting and consider
voting against this article of repeal. Visit www.banthebottle.net/bottled-waterfacts for more information.
Social Justice Commission

Trunk or Treat - Saturday, October 28th -3:00-5:00 p.m.

Sudbury UMC Is a Nut Free Zone!

Please be aware that a number of preschoolers and staff
members have serious allergies to nut products and coconut
oil. It is important to keep food products containing tree nuts
out of the church building and be mindful of coconut oil in nonfood related items such as soaps and lotions. Thank you for
your cooperation in ensuring the safety of all!

Connexions Concert on Sunday, October 15
On Sunday, October 15, at 3:00 p.m., Leslie Bell, violin and vocals; Rob
Hammerton, electric bass and vocals; William Hoke, clarinet; Cecelia M urphy,
oboe; Charles M ack, guitar and vocals; and Kevin Francis M urphy, organ and
piano will present the Connexions I concert of the 2017-2018 program year
at Sudbury United M ethodist.
The event will feature works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Gerald Finzi, Charles
Jenkins, Charles M ack, Robert Schumann, Georg Philip Telemann, Jaci
Velasquez and others. The selections will present a wide assortment of
various styles including classical and popular. The Connexions concerts at
Sudbury United M ethodist showcase the various talents of church members
and guest artists who come to share their music.
Admission is free and open to the public.
A freewill collection will be received to benefit victims on Dominica of
Hurricane M aria. The devastation and suffering on Dominica, like too many
other Caribbean islands, is acute and we sincerely hope you will attend and
contribute to Sudbury United M ethodist's effort to relieve the hardships on
Dominica. For more information call 978 443 4351, OR send e-mail to
kevin@sudbury-umc.org.

Blessing of the Animals 2017
The Sudbury Clergy Association is delighted to
invite you and your pets to the Third Annual
Ecumenical Blessing of the Pets. Sudbury
UM C, 251 Old Sudbury Road, is this year's
host. A joyful prayer service and blessing will
take place at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, October
15, on the portico at the main entrance of the
church and is easily accessible from the
parking lot.
Prayer will be shared and led by a number of local clergy. Fellowship and light
refreshments will follow. Come and give thanks for God's beauty and creation
in our pets.

Women's Fellowship Group
The fall meeting of the Women's Fellowship will be on M onday, October 30, at
7:00 p.m. in Hawes Hall. We will start with refreshments, followed by a slide
presentation by Bob Cooke of his trip to Antarctica and the scientific research
that is being done all around the ice cap. M en are welcome to attend this
program.
Please mark your calendars for our December meeting on M onday, December
4, at the Hosmer House for the "Not so Silent Auction." M ore details later.

Computer Needed!
Do you have a computer that has outlived its usefulness to you but might
serve as an audio workstation for SUM C? The laptop that has recorded
services for several years has developed a fatal problem and needs
replacing. M ost computers made within the last 5 to 7 years might be able to
do the job. If you believe you have such a machine that needs a new home,
speak to Kevin (his contact information is at the end of this Chronicle). M any
thanks!

S.P.R.C. Needs Your Participation for a Pastoral Survey
Please assist the Staff Parish Relations Committee by filling out the survey
below:
Check off your TOP TEN areas of pastoral emphasis. The Staff Parish
Relations Committee needs this information by October 15, 2017. The results
will be used in our yearly conversation with the District Superintendent. An
electronic version of the survey is also available.

_____Strategic Planning
_____Conflict Resolution
_____Worship and Communication Technology
_____Use of Social M edia
_____Designing and Leading Worship
_____Preaching
_____Equipping Laity for M inistry
_____Counseling
_____Children and Youth M inistry
_____Evangelism
_____Spiritual Growth of M embers
_____Hospital, Congregational and Community Visitation
_____Healing M inistry
_____Ecumenical Participation
_____Social Justice M inistries
_____Teaching
_____Church and Staff Administration

_____Stewardship
_____Leading Congregation (Visioning)
_____Other _______________________________________
Please complete and put in the offering plate or return to the church office
("survey basket") or mail to:
Sudbury United M ethodist Church
Attn: Staff Parish Relations Committee
251 Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury, M A 01776

Greenwood Memorial UMC's Annual Harvest Gala, October 27!
GREENWOOD'S HARVEST GALA IS A WONDERFUL ANNUAL EVENT WITH
OUR SISTER CHURCH
WHEN: Friday, October 27th
WHERE: Florian Hall
55 Hallet Street, Dorchester Center, M A 02124
Phone: (617) 288-6666
WHAT TIM E: 7 PM ONWARD
Once a year, SUM C joins hands with our sister Church, Greenwood M emorial
UM C to celebrate a wonderful evening together at the "Harvest Gala". This is
Greenwood's annual fund-raiser for continuing restoration of their cherished,
beautiful old Sanctuary. Food, music, skits and dancing are all part of these
very special evenings. Yet, the most important part of these evening is the
joy and memories we all share from being together. If you have never
attended, do consider this to be your time to join in the unique bond shared
by our two congregations.
This year, we're asking you to send your reservation directly to Greenwood's
Harvest Gala Committee. If you have any questions or would like to be with
us as we carpool from SUM C's lot at 6 PM on the 27th, just let John Iberg
know at: (978) 443-6023 or email him at jwi0841@verizon.net
Eric M agnuson, Zack M oser and Pastor Joel will be there so you'll be in the
best of company. (They will definitely NOT be playing the chaperone role.) As
Pastor Joel always says, "See you in Church". Now, we all hope to see him
and many, many other SUM C'ers at Florian Hall on the 27th.
To make reservations, just fill out the information below and mail back to
Greenwood.
**********************************************************
I want to purchase tickets for this event @ $75.00 each.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $__________ for ________# of

tickets.
M ake all checks payable to: Greenwood M emorial United M ethodist Church.
Please send all information to:
Greenwood M emorial United M ethodist Church, c/o Harvest Gala Committee,
378A Washington Street, Dorchester, M A 02124

A-Capella Group Now Forming!
Are you a fan of a cappella? Some of you
may be familiar with the lively
tradition of informal singing that has been
especially successful in the high school and
university scene in the last decade. Well,
the musicians of SUM C would like to
attempt their own version of a cappella.
Starting Wednesday, 18 October from
6:30pm till 7:30pm and for the next three Wednesdays (25 Oct, 1 Nov, 8
Nov) we will meet for an hour to learn a modest list of a cappella items with a
sacred twist. A cappella groups typically work without printed music, so you
do not need to read music to participate. You also don't have to have a vocal
degree from the conservatory to add your voice. We do have a keen interest
in making a musical opportunity for SUM C members who have never joined in
a SUM C music project. We know your time is precious, so let us combine your
evening meal with music by including a "simple supper" after the manner of
Advent and Lenten suppers. We will also arrange for child care, young
parents, if you want to attend but are not quite sure what to do with small
people. (Been there.)
Our only request is that you SIGN UP. It is extremely helpful to know who will
attend so our planning can be good quality. Here's the link:
http://sudbury-umc.org/sumc_v1/music/a_cappella/
This will take you to a Google doc where you can tell us what works for you.
Of course, you are also quite welcome to call or email me Kevin and/or Rob
Rob.
Check your calendar, keep singing in the shower, and let Kevin or Rob know
if this is a project for you! Don't be afraid to jump in... this might be just the
mid-week spiritual break you need! kevin@sudbury-umc.org.

Join the Thursday Bible Study

Sudbury UM C's Thursday Bible study group always welcomes new
participants. M eetings take place at 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays at the Panera
Bread located at 21 Andrew Avenue in Wayland's Town Center, just two miles
from Sudbury UM C!
Each week's focus text is the next Sunday's preaching passage. Remember
to bring your Bible and a few bucks for something warm or cool to sip.
We will look ahead to the passages being preached during worship on:
October 15
M atthew 22:1-14
October 22
John 8:31-36
October 29
M atthew 5:1-12
November 5 1 John 3:1-7
November 12 M atthew 25:1-3

Stephen Ministry - No Concern Is Too Small
Who can benefit from a Stephen M inister? A Stephen M inistry relationship or
conversation is appropriate for most anyone who needs caring support as
they struggle with life's changes. Sudbury UM C Stephen M inisters have
received 50 hours of Christian care giving.
At Sudbury UM C, you have two opportunities to benefit from the listening,
non-judgmental presence of a Stephen M inister. Every Sunday morning, a
Stephen M inister is available after the worship service. Or if you would like to
meet with a Stephen M inister on a regular basis (weekly, twice a month, or
monthly), please speak with Pastor Joel. If you know a friend who could
benefit from a Stephen M inister, you can also speak to Pastor Joel.
October 15
October 22
October 29

Linda Lombardo
Eric Lind
M elody Karian

COMMUNITY
Drivers Needed for FISH and Meals on Wheels
FISH - Deb Galloway, director of the Sudbury Senior Center, reports
that FISH (a network of volunteers that provide transportation to
medical appointments to anyone in need, regardless of age or ability
level) needs volunteer drivers. Volunteers use their own vehicles to
transport Sudbury residents to and from medical appointments.
Interested in volunteering or learning more about FISH? Please dial
978-443-2145.

M eals on Wheels - Our drivers deliver
3,000 healthy meals, every weekday,
to elders and adults living
with disabilities. They may deliver the
only meal of the day to our homebound
clients in addition to providing critical
social contact a safety check.
Today additional drivers are needed to meet the increasing demand for
home delivered meals in our service are that includes 11 cities and
towns. If you are interested in giving back to your community through
this part-time job, apply today! Please call Sara at 781-324-7705 ext.
689 or visit our website www.mves.org/join-us/.

MetroWest Free Medical Program Seeking Volunteers
On Tuesdays, about 20 volunteers gather to provide healthcare
services to people who don't have insurance. The program serves an
average of 35 patients, using the sanctuary at Congregation Beth El as
the clinic site.
Volunteers are needed to help put the medical supplies and equipment
away in the shed behind Beth El. Specifically, people are needed to
help move the screens, exam tables, buckets of medical supplies, as
well as tables and chairs. With enough volunteers, this can be done in
30 minutes.
This is a great job for high school students looking to finish up their
community service hours or anyone who wants to get an extra 30
minutes of exercise! When? Tuesdays, 9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Questions? Contact Kim Prendergast at kim.prendergast@gmail.com.

Household Goods

Household Goods, 530 M ain Street (Rte. 27) in Acton, needs additional
volunteers, especially:
*Furniture movers during the week and on Saturday/Sunday
afternoons. These volunteers assist both on the road (picking up
donations) and at the facility in Acton (moving donations in and client

furniture out to waiting vehicles).
*Truck drivers who can also move furniture
*Volunteers who are willing to be trained and make a commitment to
scheduling donation pick ups
*Quality control/triage volunteers who will help check
appliances/electronics for completeness and working order, cleaning
appliances and preparing rugs and upholstered furniture for display
(vacuuming).
The minimum age to volunteer independently is 14. Hours and days of
the week are flexible. Whether you can spare as little as three hours a
month, or a day or more a week, we invite you to join us in our
mission to assist those in need. For more information, please visit
this Volunteer page on the Household Goods website, or call 978-6351710 x6.
Donations Urgently Needed: Your Extra Could Be Someone's Only

Every day, Household Goods welcomes new families emerging from
homelessness or other difficult circumstances, and strives to offer
them the dignity of choice as they set up a new home. Immediate
needs: Our inventory of pots and pans, kitchen utensils, glasses and
other kitchen items is running low. If you have pots and pans (or other
items) to donate, please consider us. We are also in urgent need of
mattresses and kitchen/dining tables. Donated goods should be clean
(no rips, tears or stains) and in working order.
Donations are gratefully accepted on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
mornings from 9 a.m. to noon at 530 M ain Street (Rte. 27) in Acton.
Your repurposing gift could make a real difference for someone in
need! Find more details at this Donations page on the Household
Goods website.

Sudbury Savoyards

The Sudbury Savoyards had such a
successful fabric sale that they are
offering an 'Encore Performance' on
Saturday, October 14, from 9:00 a.m.
- 1:00 p.m. in Hawes Hall.
Perfect timing for Halloween costumes
and holiday projects, crafters, quilters,
teachers and Fabric-aholics.
There is still plenty of fabric available
so bring your shopping bags and fill
them up for $3.00/pound.
Cash and checks preferred.

Interfaith Book Club

Sudbury Clergy Association Joins the Framingham Solidarity
Network for Concert
The following is a letter from Debbie Clark, Pastor of Edwards Church
in Framingham.
"Our neighbors are living in fear. What we have read in the newspaper
is happening right here. Immigrants who live and work in M etro West,
contributing to our community, are being stopped, detained and
sometimes deported. Families are being torn apart, sometimes left

without a primary bread-winner.
In response, a coalition of faith communities, human service and
justice seeking groups has formed the Framingham Solidarity Network.
We are working to connect lawyers with individuals in need.
Recognizing that the presence of concerned citizens makes a
difference, we are organizing people to accompany immigrant
neighbors for meetings and court dates.
We are also creating a fund to support immigrant neighbors who find
themselves in a crisis. This "Neighbors Fund" will be used for three
primary purposes:
To post bond for individuals who have been detained;
To help pay for lawyers and/or translators;
To support family members when a bread-winner has been
detained.
The fund will be managed by the comptroller of M etrowest Worker
Center (CSAS). Requests will need to be approved by at least three
members of a six-person review team. The team will include two
members of CASA and four local faith community leaders, two of whom
will be serving predominantly immigrant congregations.
We are writing to ask your assistance in building up this fund in two
ways:
On Sunday, November 5, from 4-6 pm at Greater Framingham
Community Church we will hold a M ulti-Cultural, M ulti-Faith
Fundraising Concert. Your "sponsorship" of this event is
encouraged.
Also, if you feel called to do so, please consider making an initial
donation from your faith community,
Checks can be made payable to "Neighbors Fund" and sent to: Rev.
Debbie Clark, Edwards Church, 39 Edwards Street, Framingham, M A
01701, attention Neighbors Fund. If you have any questions, please
contact Rev. Debbie Clark at pastor@edwardschurch.org or 508-8772050.
Thank you for your consideration of this sponsorship.
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