Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Sudbury
United Methodist Church. Don't forget to add sumc@sudbury-umc.org to your address book so we'll be
sure to land in your inbox!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.
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FROM PASTOR JOEL
Dear Friends in Christ,
For me, like many of you, there's a lot to like about Zack M oser, our
new director of youth ministries. Some of you have told me, for
example, that you enjoy Zack's humor. So do I - though I must say
that, after the Patriots' loss last Sunday to the Carolina Panthers, our
staff meeting the following M onday morning with a swaggering
Carolinian in the room was a little hard to take. Others have mentioned
Zack's approachability. He is one of the most humble and accessible

Christians I know - a perfect combination of attributes when it comes
to ministry with teens.
But this week I am writing to share something else that I appreciate
about Zack: In the United M ethodist Church he is a "rare bird"
because he is a candidate for a fairly new - in our denomination ordained office. Zack's vocational goal is to become an ordained
Deacon and that, consequently, brings some new gifts to Sudbury
UM C's life and mission. Before discussing those gifts, a little history
might be helpful.
From the beginning of the M ethodist movement, there have always
been two ordained offices - three, if you count the episcopacy (which
Wesleyan theology and polity have always held to be a consecration
within the order of presbyters): Deacon, Elder, and Bishop. When
John Wesley ordained Thomas Vasey and Richard Whatcoat in 1784 at which time he also laid his hands on Thomas Coke for the office and
work of what he called a "general superintendent" - he followed the
same pattern that he was familiar with from his own ordination. On the
first day of the process, Wesley invoked the Holy Spirit to authorize
Whatcoat and Vasey as Deacons: that is, preachers of God's Word,
edifiers of God's people, and servants of all. The next day, Wesley
ordained them Presbyters or Elders, authorized not only for word and
service but also for sacramental presidency and ordering the life of the
church. Until 1996, all M ethodist clergy were ordained Deacons before
receiving Elders' orders, Annual Conference membership, and
guaranteed appointment.
In 1996, however, the General Conference of the UM C decided to
distinguish Deacons and Elders from each other by making both
"permanent" orders. In other words, following the pattern and practice
of many of our ecumenical partner churches, The United M ethodist
Church recognized the office of Deacon as more than a stepping stone
to the pastoral office of Elder. For the last twenty years, ordination
and service as a Deacon has been seen as a lifelong vocation with
preaching and teaching God's Word as its first emphasis and serving
the world in the image of Christ as its second.
While it is likely that Sudbury UM C has nurtured the vocations of
several "transitional" Deacons - pre- 1996 associate pastors on their
way to ordination as Elders - Zack M oser is the first candidate for
ordination as a "permanent" Deacon that our congregation has
welcomed to its ministerial team. Can you see the gifts this "first"
mean for our church?
First, Sudbury UM C now has a new preacher-in-formation among us.
Helping Zack to find and tune his voice as a preacher will be a
priceless gift for our congregation as well as a serious responsibility.
We will hear Zack preach in our pulpit for the first time this Sunday,

October 8. His text will be Isaiah 5:1-7. Please come with open ears
and open hearts, treasuring the gift of hearing Zack and dialoguing
with him after worship.
Second, Sudbury UM C now has a maturing model of Christ-like service
among us. As Zack leads our teens he will also challenge us all to
follow Jesus "in lowly paths of service free," as a hymn we should all
treasure deeply says (see UM H #430). Beyond giving money, Zack will
urge us to put some "skin in the game," too. In other words, more
than mere donating, serving like Jesus served is first and foremost a
"contact sport."
See you in church!
Pastor Joel

PRAYER CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND
Oct. 8: Bible Study Sunday class continues
Oct. 8: Community Sukkot (Cong. Beth El)
Oct. 9: Columbus Day - Office Closed
Oct. 11: Bible Study Wednesday class
continues
Oct. 12: M agic Years - Apple Festival
Oct. 15: Blessing of Animals ( SUM C Portico)
Oct. 15: Connexions Concert
Oct. 15: Interfaith Book Club
Oct. 18: Health M inistries Cancer Support Group
Oct. 20: Youth Group at Chris Tomlin Concert
Oct. 22: Organ Crawl

Oct. 28: Trunk or Treat
Oct. 30: Women's Fellowship

LEARN
The M agnuson M oment
In Sunday School during the month of October, the children (age 3
through Grade 5) are learning about the life of David, the second king
of Israel. The prophet Samuel went to Bethlehem to anoint one of
Jesse's sons as king. While Samuel was considering the seven sons of
Jesse to anoint as king, God admonished Samuel not to look on the
outward appearance, for "...the Lord looks on the heart." (1 Samuel
16:7). David was not even among his brothers, he was out caring for
his father's sheep.
Our Bible verse for the month of October, "the Lord looks on the
heart," is an important life lesson. All too often our opinion of someone
is formed in the first few moments of meeting him or her rather than
waiting to learn about the person's character and who s/he is on the
inside. Consider reviewing this verse with your children this month.
Prayer Pals. For those who have yet to meet their Grand-Friend, let's
plan a meet and greet of the prayer pals on Sunday, October 15,
during the coffee hour.
The key word for Week 5, Oct. 8-14:
Encouragement, "I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in
you. I am greatly encouraged...my joy knows no bounds." 2
Corinthians 7:4
Magic Years. Be sure to sign up for next week's gathering on
Thursday, October 12, in Davison Chapel. Following our lunch, we will
hear a presentation by Henry Lucas from the Spellman M useum of
Stamps and Postal History. Also, consider what apple recipe you might
want to prepare and share with everyone for our "Apple Fest" dessert
buffet!

Greetings from the SUMC Youth!
Thank you SUM C members and visitors who supported our own Aidan
Prendergast's Eagle Scout project fundraising carwash on Sunday.
Some gave donations to have their car washed by the Scouts, while
others (like our esteemed Director of Youth M inistries, for example)
gave donations to have their car left alone. In retrospect, he thinks he
should've joined the former category, but he was happy to support the
cause.

UMCOR Hurricane Relief Kits: This Sunday night at youth group,
we will assemble the UM COR hygiene kits (given to people who
were displaced by the recent storms) that we brought in supplies
for last weekend. Some items are still needed, so if any youth or
family missed last Sunday's meeting and would like to help fill in
the needed items, check this week's parent email or contact Zack
(zack@sudbury-umc.org).
Chris Tomlin concert in Lowell: If you are going to the Chris
Tomlin concert on Friday, October 20, please bring your payment
to youth group this weekend or next (8th or 15th). The cost per
ticket is $47. We purchased 16 of them, and a few still remain
unclaimed, so any youth who would like to join us, let Zack know
ASAP (zack@sudbury-umc.org).
High School Bible Study (start date changed to this
Sunday):Beginning on October 8, all high school youth are invited
to join Zack on Sunday mornings after worship for a half-hour for
a time of fellowship and to dive deeper into the scripture passage
from that morning. Don't worry about missing coffee hour - we'll
provide donuts.
Finally, if you are a parent of a 6th-12th grader and you are not
receiving the weekly youth updates from Zack, please send him an
email (again, zack@sudbury-umc.org) and ask to be added to the
recipient list. These updates are filled with all the info you need about
upcoming youth activities and events, and the masterfully entertaining
prose with which these updates are written make them great reads
anyway. Win-win, right? See you Sunday.
Keep the Faith.

The Upper Room
The Upper Room booklets are available in the narthex. Help yourself
to a free copy for your daily devotional readings. Or access it online
by clicking here: http://devotional.upperroom.org/

Sunny Hill Pre-School
Sunny Hill Preschool is now enrolling! We
are accepting enrollments for our 3 and 4
year old programs. Sunny Hill's philosophy
integrates academic learning through
purposeful play. By creating
developmentally appropriate curriculum for
children ages 2.9 through 5 years of age, we ignite children's passion
for lifelong learning. For those interested in programming, we offer
programs for 2.9-5 years of age including a Stay, Play and Learn
program that offers flexibility, fun and learning! To schedule a tour,
call 978-443-2627.

CONNECT
Apocalyptic Devastation in Dominica
DAYS WITH NOT ENOUGH WATER OR FOOD, NO SHELTER, NO
ELECTRICITY, NO CELL SERVICE
On September 19, 180 mile an hour winds brutalized Dominica. Our
sisters and brothers there are dealing with the unprecedented
destruction of their homeland. They are in desperate need. The island
has no protectorate country sending aid.
M ost recent communications confirm 33 dead, 27 missing, and 80% of
the island still without power or water. While some relief supplies are
getting through, destroyed roads and a shortage of vehicles is making
relief efforts difficult.
We appreciate you putting aside understandable feelings of
compassion fatigue to help. SUM C is conducting a fundraising effort
ending October 15 which will be used for relief aid for the villages of
Wesley and M arigot. To donate, please go to http://sudburyumc.org/give/
Use the pull-down menu and select Dominica Hurricane Relief. Checks
can be made out to Sudbury UM C with "Dominica Hurricane Relief" in
the memo line and sent to the church at 251 Old Sudbury Road,
Sudbury, M A 01776
Thank you, and please continue to hold our brothers and sisters in
prayer.

Stop Repeal of Plastic Water Bottle Ban
Sudbury Town M eeting in M ay, 2017, approved a ban on single use
plastic water bottles of one liter or less. This ban will take effect in
July, 2018.
A special Town M eeting will be held starting on M onday, October 16,
at the Lincoln-Sudbury High School at 7:30 p.m. Article 17 has been
submitted to repel this plastic water bottle ban. Please attend town
meeting and consider voting against this article of repeal. Visit
www.banthebottle.net/bottled-water-facts for more information.
Social Justice Commission

Trunk or Treat - Saturday, October 28th -3:00-5:00 p.m.

Connexions Concert on Sunday, October 15
On Sunday, October 15, at 3:00 p.m., Leslie Bell, violin and vocals;
Tom Gero, guitar; Rob Hammerton, electric bass and vocals; William
Hoke, clarinet; Cecelia M urphy, oboe; Charles M ack, guitar and
vocals; and Kevin Francis M urphy, organ and piano will present the
Connexions I concert of the 2017-2018 program year at Sudbury
United M ethodist.
The event will feature works by Johann Sebastian Bach, George
Benson, Gerald Finzi, Charles Jenkins, Charles M ack, Robert
Schumann, Georg Philip Telemann, Jaci Velasquez and others. The
selections will present a wide assortment of various styles including
classical and popular. The Connexions concerts at Sudbury United
M ethodist showcase the various talents of church members and guest
artists who come to share their music.
The concert will take place at Sudbury UM C. Admission is free and
open to the public.

A freewill collection will be received to benefit survivors of Hurricane
M aria in M arigot and Wesley, the villages where Sudbury UM C has
sister congregations in Dominica. The devastation and suffering on
Dominica, like too many other Caribbean islands, is acute and we
sincerely hope you will attend and contribute to Sudbury United
M ethodist's effort to relieve the hardships on Dominica.
For more information call 978 443 4351, OR send e-mail to
kevin@sudbury-umc.org.

S.P.R.C. Needs Your Participation for a Pastoral Survey.
Please assist the Staff Parish Relations Committee by filling out the
survey below:
Check off your TOP TEN areas of pastoral emphasis.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee needs this information by
October 15, 2017. The results will be used in our yearly conversation
with the District Superintendent.
An electronic version of the survey is also available by following the
link Pastoral Survey.
_____Strategic Planning
_____Conflict Resolution
_____Worship and Communication Technology
_____Use of Social M edia
_____Designing and Leading Worship
_____Preaching
_____Equipping Laity for M inistry
_____Counseling
_____Children and Youth M inistry
_____Evangelism
_____Spiritual Growth of M embers
_____Hospital, Congregational and Community Visitation
_____Healing M inistry
_____Ecumenical Participation
_____Social Justice M inistries
_____Teaching
_____Church and Staff Administration
_____Stewardship
_____Leading Congregation (Visioning)
_____Other _________________________________________
If you're filling out a paper copy, please complete and put in the
offering plate, return to the church office in the "survey basket" or
mail to:
Sudbury United M ethodist Church

Attn: Staff Parish Relations Committee
251 Old Sudbury Road
Sudbury, M A 01776

Blessing of the Animals 2017
The Sudbury Clergy Association is
delighted to invite you and your pets to
the Third Annual Ecumenical Blessing
of the Pets. Sudbury UM C, 251 Old
Sudbury Road, is this year's host. A
joyful prayer service and blessing will
take place at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday,
October 15, on the portico at the main
entrance of the church and is easily
accessible from the parking lot.
Prayer will be shared and led by a number of local clergy. Fellowship
and light refreshments will follow. Come and give thanks for God's
beauty and creation in our pets.

A-Capella Group Now Forming!
Are you a fan of a cappella? Some of you
may be familiar with the lively tradition of
informal singing that has been especially
successful in the high school and university
scene in the last decade. Well, the
musicians of SUM C would like to attempt
their own version of a cappella. Starting
Wednesday, 18 October from 6:30 p.m. till
7:30 p.m. and for the next three Wednesdays (25 Oct, 1 Nov, 8 Nov)
we will meet for an hour to learn a modest list of a cappella items with
a sacred twist. A cappella groups typically work without printed music,
so you do not need to read music to participate.
You also don't have to have a vocal degree from the conservatory to
add your voice. We >do< have a keen interest in making a musical
opportunity for SUM C members who have never joined in a SUM C
music project. We know your time is precious, so let us combine your
evening meal with music by including a "simple supper" after the
manner of Advent and Lenten suppers. We will also arrange for child
care, young parents, if you want to attend but are not quite sure what
to do with small people. (Been there.)
Our only request is that you SIGN UP. It is extremely helpful to know
who will attend so our planning can be good quality. Here's the link:
http://sudbury-umc.org/sumc_v1/music/a_cappella/

This will take you to a Google doc where you can tell us what works
for you. Of course, you are also quite welcome to call or email
me, Kevin and/or Rob .
Check your calendar, keep singing in the shower, and let Kevin or Rob
know if this is a project for you! Don't be afraid to jump in... this
might be just the mid-week spiritual break you need! kevin@sudburyumc.org

Women's Fellowship Group
The fall meeting of the Women's Fellowship will be on M onday,
October 30, at 7:00 p.m. in Hawes Hall. We will start with
refreshments, followed by a slide presentation by Bob Cooke of his
trip to Antarctica and the scientific research that is being done all
around the ice cap. M en are welcome to attend this program.
Please mark your calendars for our December meeting on M onday,
December 4, at the Hosmer House for the "Not so Silent
Auction." M ore details later.

Book Discussion Lead by Health Ministries Commission
Join the Health M inistry Commission in Hawes
Hall after worship on Sunday, October 8, to
launch a book discussion series. The program will
start with Being M ortal, by Atul Gawande. In
Being M ortal, bestselling author Atul Gawande
tackles the hardest challenge of his profession:
how medicine can not only improve life but also
the process of its ending. Other titles of interest
for future reading will be on display. Stop by to
find out more and sign up.

Sudbury UMC is a Nut Free Zone!
Please be aware that a number of preschoolers
and staff members have serious allergies to nut
products and coconut oil. Please remember to
keep food products containing tree nuts out of the
church building and be mindful of coconut oil in
non-food related items such as soaps and
lotions. Thank you for your cooperation in
ensuring the safety of all!

Join the Thursday Bible Study
Sudbury UM C's Thursday Bible study group always welcomes new
participants. M eetings take place at 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays at the
Panera Bread located at 21 Andrew Avenue in Wayland's Town Center,
just two miles from Sudbury UM C!
Each week's focus text is the next Sunday's preaching passage.
Remember to bring your Bible and a few bucks for something warm or
cool to sip.
We will look ahead to the passages being preached during worship
on:
October
October
October
October

8
15
22
29

Isaiah 5:1-7
M atthew 22:1-14
John 8:31-36
M atthew 5:1-12

Stephen Ministry - No Concern Is Too Small
Who Stephen M inistry - No Concern Is Too Small
can benefit from a Stephen M inister? A Stephen M inistry relationship
or conversation is appropriate for most anyone who is in need of
caring support as they struggle with life's changM inisters have
received 50 hours of Christian care giving.
At Sudbury UM C, you have two opportunities to benefit from the
listening, non-judgmental presence of a Stephen M inister. Every
Sunday morning, a Stephen M inister is available after the worship
service. Or if you would like to meet with a Stephen M inister on a
regular basis (weekly, twice a month, or monthly), please speak with
Pastor Joel. If you know a friend who could benefit from a Stephen
M inister, you can also speak to Pastor Joel.
October
October
October
October

8
15
22
29

Lori Granger
Linda Lombardo
Eric Lind
M elody Karian

Pine Street Inn Workday Cancelled

Please note that our work day at Pine Street had
to be cancelled. We will try to schedule another
work day by the end of the year or early next
year. Thanks to all those who have been faithful
volunteers this year and throughout our
relationship with this organization over the
years. New volunteers are welcome and
appreciated!
Please stay tuned for more information!

COMMUNITY
Drivers Needed for FISH and Meals on Wheels
FISH - Deb Galloway, director of the Sudbury Senior Center, reports
that FISH (a network of volunteers that provide transportation to
medical appointments to anyone in need, regardless of age or ability
level) needs volunteer drivers. Volunteers use their own vehicles to
transport Sudbury residents to and from medical appointments.
Interested in volunteering or learning more about FISH? Please dial
978-443-2145.
M eals on Wheels - Our drivers deliver
3,000 healthy meals, every weekday,
to elders and adults living
with disabilities. They may deliver the
only meal of the day to our homebound
clients in addition to providing critical
social contact a safety check.
Today additional drivers are needed to meet the increasing demand for
home delivered meals in our service are that includes 11 cities and
towns. If you are interested in giving back to your community through
this part-time job, apply today! Please call Sara at 781-324-7705 ext.
689 or visit our website www.mves.org/join-us/.

MetroWest Free Medical Program Seeking Volunteers
On Tuesdays, about 20 volunteers gather to provide healthcare
services to people who don't have insurance. The program serves an
average of 35 patients, using the sanctuary at Congregation Beth El as
the clinic site.
Volunteers are needed to help put the medical supplies and equipment
away in the shed behind Beth El. Specifically, people are needed to

help move the screens, exam tables, buckets of medical supplies, as
well as tables and chairs. With enough volunteers, this can be done in
30 minutes.
This is a great job for high school students looking to finish up their
community service hours or anyone who wants to get an extra 30
minutes of exercise! When? Tuesdays, 9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Questions? Contact Kim Prendergast at kim.prendergast@gmail.com.

Household Goods

Household Goods, 530 M ain Street (Rte. 27) in Acton, needs additional
volunteers, especially:
*Furniture movers during the week and on Saturday/Sunday
afternoons. These volunteers assist both on the road (picking up
donations) and at the facility in Acton (moving donations in and client
furniture out to waiting vehicles).
*Truck drivers who can also move furniture
*Volunteers who are willing to be trained and make a commitment to
scheduling donation pick ups
*Quality control/triage volunteers who will help check
appliances/electronics for completeness and working order, cleaning
appliances and preparing rugs and upholstered furniture for display
(vacuuming).
The minimum age to volunteer independently is 14. Hours and days of
the week are flexible. Whether you can spare as little as three hours a
month, or a day or more a week, we invite you to join us in our
mission to assist those in need. For more information, please visit
this Volunteer page on the Household Goods website, or call 978-6351710 x6.
Donations Urgently Needed: Your Extra Could Be Someone's Only

Every day, Household Goods welcomes new families emerging from
homelessness or other difficult circumstances, and strives to offer
them the dignity of choice as they set up a new home. Immediate

needs: Our inventory of pots and pans, kitchen utensils, glasses and
other kitchen items is running low. If you have pots and pans (or other
items) to donate, please consider us. We are also in urgent need of
mattresses and kitchen/dining tables. Donated goods should be clean
(no rips, tears or stains) and in working order.
Donations are gratefully accepted on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
mornings from 9 a.m. to noon at 530 M ain Street (Rte. 27) in Acton.
Your repurposing gift could make a real difference for someone in
need! Find more details at this Donations page on the Household
Goods website.

Greenwood

08/20/2017
Dear Friends,
This year Greenwood M emorial United M ethodist Church will celebrate
its 28th Annual Harvest Banquet. We are excited to celebrate 28
years of ministries and partnerships with our members and the
Dorchester community. This is also our second year hosting the
Harvest Banquet on Friday, October 27, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at
Florian Hall, 55 Hallet St. Dorchester, MA. 02122.
Greenwood M emorial United M ethodist Church continues to be a
beacon of hope in the Dorchester community. Our Church is 117 years
old. The Harvest Banquet serves several purposes. One primary
purpose is fundraising to support the ministries at Greenwood. We are
currently also working on a Capital Campaign Program, entitled
"M oving Forward" which we launched this year to also support the
restoration of the church building.
Greenwood is a vital part of this Dorchester community hosting many
community programs and meetings. Some of these programs are the
Greenwood Shalom after School Program, Narcotics Anonymous, The
Family Today M inistry as well as civic group meetings like the Greater
Four Corners Action Coalition and the United Neighborhood
Association. We also provide space for a much needed community food
bank.
In recent years through advertising in our souvenir booklet, your

agency/business has contributed to continuing the program life of
Greenwood M emorial United M ethodist Church. We invite you to
continue to support this work by placing an ad in the 2017 Anniversary
booklet. We really appreciate the patronage of our repeat friends and
we look to welcome our potential new friends.
We are excited about the year ahead and the future of the restoration
of the church and its continuous programs and services. We have an
energetic and dynamic Pastor that has been with us for one year. We
see changes as we continue to grow. Your advertising support helps to
make the exciting work taking place at Greenwood and the Dorchester
community possible. We hope you will take a moment to fill out our
advertising form (see details on page 2) and also take time to attend
our Harvest Banquet celebration.
We appreciate you and we look forward to your continued support of
our Harvest Banquet.
Sincerely,
Anthony Whitworth
Chairperson of the Harvest Banquet Gala

Interfaith Book Club

Festival of Sukkot at Beth El
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