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FROM PASTOR JOEL
Dear Friends in Christ,
Like many of you, I have been alarmed and saddened by anti‐Islamic threats, hate‐speech, and violence
targeting people who appear to be Muslim since the results of the 2016 election were announced. The
Huntington Post reported on November 29 that there has been a coast‐to‐coast "outbreak" of nearly 900
incidents of racial and religious harassment since November 9. In Arizona, for example, a woman was
verbally assaulted with racial and sexist slurs while putting groceries in her car. Gay couples in North
Carolina have reported receiving hate mail. An Asian American woman leaving a commuter train in
California was told by a bystander to "go home." In Natick, not ten miles from our church's doorstep, a
family living in a modest house at the end of a quiet street has received two letters warning them to
stop bringing people of color into the neighborhood because white people have "reclaimed" the U.S. by
electing Donald Trump. And now many of us have read with alarm that our friends at the Islamic Center
of Boston in Wayland have received one of several anti‐Islamic letters mailed to mosques around the
country.
To his credit, Mr. Trump publicly repudiated racially and religiously inspired hatred during his November
13 interview on "60 Minutes." The president‐elect acknowledged that he was "saddened" by the
dramatic upswing in hate‐speech and other forms of harassment. "And I say stop it!" he insisted. I, for
one, take Mr. Trump's words about stopping these cruel attacks as seriously as I take the verbal attacks
themselves. I put no stock in the old children's rhyme: "Sticks and stones may break my bones, but
names will never hurt me." In Matthew 5:22, Jesus warns his followers about the seriousness of the
words that come out of our mouths: "If you say, 'You Fool' to a sister or brother, the Lord reminds us,
"you will be liable to the hell of fire." Why? Because hate speech amounts to verbal murder. It reveals
the violence lying hidden in our hearts. It violates the Ten Commandments by sowing in the garden of
civility the seeds of bloodshed.

If you attended the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service hosted by the Sudbury Clergy Association on
November 20 in our newly refurbished sanctuary you will remember, as I do, that one of the highlights
of that evening was the blessing delivered to the people of Sudbury UMC by Zaheer Ali. Mr. Ali is a
member of the Islamic Center in Wayland. He chanted the opening verses of the Quran in the space
where you and I worship God each Sunday. Why? Before the service began, Mr. Ali explained to me
that, among Muslims, chanting the Quran's seven opening verses was the traditional way to open
anything ‐ a new home, a new mosque, a new store, a new park, you name it. I'm guessing ours might
be the only church in Massachusetts ‐ or maybe in the U.S. ‐ that has been blessed by Muslims, Jews,
Unitarians, and Christians of all kinds. After the service, as he was saying goodbye, Mr. Ali gave me a
gift ‐ the small metal plate he included in the collection of symbols displayed by those who joined us on
the weekend before Thanksgiving. That plate now occupies an honored place in my study to express my
thanks and yours for Sudbury's multi‐faith connections.
By the way, if you have not yet seen it on Sudbury Cable TV, you can still watch the entire Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service by clicking here:
http://sudbury.vod.castus.tv/vod/index.php/9/d/8/7/4/d/9d874dce‐3910‐4636‐929b‐
0141241c68b31479924232.123+765014.441@castus4‐
sudbury+14799310941479924735385198.vod.1080p.EcumenicalService.mov.mp4#castusvod_autoplay=1
Recently, when I wrote to Mr. Ali to thank him for his presence on November 20, and for his blessing, I
said:
"I am also writing because of my distress at learning that the Islamic Center was targeted recently
by hate mail that wounds the sensibilities and civility that all people of goodwill are striving to
share. I am praying that whatever injury you and your fellow congregants might have felt because
of this affront will be healed and strengthened by the expressions of support and kinship that I am
anticipating you have already received and will continue to receive.
Without knowing how to make right the wrongs of this indignity, I am also writing to offer myself
and the resources of the congregation I lead to be part of whatever effort your congregation might
be offering or supporting to take a public stand against hatred's intrusion into our communities. If
there is a way that I am able to assist, please call on me to discuss my participation.
If or when I hear how we can "re‐Tweet" the blessings that were shared with us only a few weeks ago, I
will let you know and count on you to help me make good on my promise.
See you in church,
Pastor Joel

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Dates to Keep in Mind
December 11:
December 18:
December 21:
December 24:
December 24:
December 24:
December 25:

The Christmas Cantata, Sunday Worship
The Barn Sing, 4:00 p.m., Hawes Hall
The Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The Christmas Pageant, 4:00 p.m.
The Love Feast, 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship, 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m.

The 2016 Peanut Butter Tree Wraps Up on Sunday, December 11th
Thank you to everyone participating in this year's Peanut Butter Giving Tree. All tags have been
assigned.
Reminder: Unwrapped gifts with the tag number displayed to identify the recipient should be returned
to Sudbury UMC on or before Sunday, December 11th. Inventorying will occur immediately following
church services so that all gifts are accounted for and ready for pick‐up by the agencies.

Advent Worship and Wednesday Programs
Join us on Wednesday's during Advent. Our focus, this year, is tracing Jesus' genealogy by using a Jesse
Tree in Sunday services and during weekly worship and formation sessions on Wednesday evenings.
Each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m., the Membership and Community Life Commission serves a simple meal of
soup and bread, dairy‐free, with gluten‐free and vegetarian options available. Later, at 6:30 p.m.,
programming is available as follows:
Heather Cranson, Kevin Murphy, and Rob Hammerton offer Taize‐style worship in the chancel. For
some quiet time with God, try "Prepare the Way of the Lord."
Pastor Joel teaches an adult class in the Choir Room called "Finding Jesus' Roots in Matthew's
Genealogy." Are you interested in genealogies? Jesus' lineage is surprising.
Jackie Roder offers learning centers for kids under 12 during a class designed to explore "Family
Trees." Look for Jackie in the classrooms under the church.
Anthony Harrison meets with teens in grades 6 to 12, looking at Jesus' family tree, focusing on
who came before Jesus and the prophecies Jesus fulfilled. The youth will meet in the church's
undercroft.

Can You Help on Wednesday Evening?
The Membership and Community Life Commission invites you to share your talents and gifts by
volunteering to help with one or more of this year's Advent Soup Suppers. Homemade soup, bread, fruit,
vegetables, juice, coffee and tea are needed. Setup and cleanup, too. Sign up after worship in Hawes
Hall or contact Oscar Harrell at 978‐443‐3821 or owhtwo@msn.com.

Special Opportunities for Worship
Sunday, December 11 ‐ A Service of Music

On the Third Sunday in Advent Sudbury UMC's musicians will offer the annual Christmas
Cantata. This year's offering is The Christmas Story by Howard Everett Titcomb. Invite
a neighbor or family member!

Blue Christmas Service
Pastor Joel Guillemette and Pastor Tom O'Brien from Memorial Congregational Church
will lead a special Christmas service on Wednesday, December 21, at 7:00 p.m. in our
Sanctuary.
The Christmas season is not always easy. The parties, shopping, carols, and lights can be
overwhelming in their abundance. It may also be a difficult time of year for those who
have suffered a loss or struggle with sadness.
This service is intended to give space to anyone who would like to get away from the
hustle of the Christmas season. We will seek God's peace in the midst of the chaos
through story, song, candle‐lighting, prayer and silence.
Everyone is welcome.

Christmas Worship Services
Christmas Eve Pageant, 4:00 p.m.
Children, parents and grandparents, church members and community neighbors, young,
old and in between, all find new surprises in the story of Jesus' birth when our children
sing the carols we love, reenact the Gospel stories, and dance with joy during this
exuberant and celebratory service.

Christmas Eve Lovefeast Service, 6:00 p.m.
This multi‐generational service is becoming a beloved tradition at Sudbury UMC.
Celebrate Christ's birth during an informal, uplifting and joyous hymn‐sing that also
includes a simple meal of cookies and cider, familiar carol accompanied by a brass band,
prayers, and an inspirational challenge from our Pastor. The service ends with everyone
holding beautiful beeswax candles while singing "Joy to the World."

Christmas Eve Traditional Worship, 8:00 p.m.
Worshipers who attend the 8 o'clock service will sing holiday carols, hear Pastor Joel's
sermon, "Be Careful What You Ask For," and celebrate Holy Communion. Special music is
always a highlight of this traditional Christmas Eve observance. Finally, worshipers will
light their individual candles while singing "Silent Night" in a darkened sanctuary.

Christmas Day, Sunday Morning at 9:30 a.m.
Christmas is on Sunday this year, and we welcome everyone to a Sunday morning
celebration. We will sing, we will hear a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Wells, "God in
Pajamas," and we will share Communion while celebrating the Incarnation.

CONNECT
Talk to a Stephen Minister
Stephen Ministers can provide a listening, supportive and confidential presence. Each
Sunday after worship a Stephen Minister is available to listen and to pray with you. If you
would like to have a Stephen Minister "walk" with you on a regular weekly, every other

week basis, please contact Pastor Joel. No concern is too small to share with a Stephen
Minister.
December 11: John Fraize
December 18: Diane Hammond

Sudbury UMC's Cancer and Caregiver Support Prayer Group
Sudbury UMC's Cancer and Caregiver Support Prayer Group meets on the third
Wednesday of every month. This months' meeting will take place on Wednesday,
December 14, from 6:00 ‐ 7:30 p.m. in the O'Reilly Room at Sudbury UMC. Cancer
patients, cancer survivors, and caregivers are all welcome, as the purpose of the group is
to provide prayer and support to those who have had cancer touch their lives. Come and
share your experiences and feelings in a safe, confidential, caring, non‐hospital
environment. The SUMC Cancer and Caregiver Support Prayer Group is an initiative of
the United Methodist Church and the SUMC Health Ministries Commission. The group is
open to all faiths and communities surrounding Sudbury. For more information contact
us at SUMC.MA.Cancer.Care.Group@gmail.com

Advent Conspiracy: Give More / Love All
Last week, the Advent Conspiracy message focused on how much we Americans spend on
Christmas each year ‐ and suggested that we spend less this Christmas. The next tenet is
to Give More!?!?! What's up? How can I spend less and give more?
God gave us the perfect gift at Christmas ‐ his presence
through his only son. Think back about the most amazing
gifts you have received. I bet they weren't the ones that cost
the most. They were likely gifts from the heart ‐ perhaps
something made by the giver or time spent together.
God's Christmas list included everyone. Expand your
Christmas list this year to include those who really need our presence. There is still time
to sign up (or just show up) at the following "Get‐Out‐Of‐Church‐Free" opportunities:
Christmas Party at Musketahquid Village: On Saturday, December 10th, (3:30‐
5:30pm) we will host a Christmas party with our neighbors right down the street at
Muskethaquid Village (55 Hudson Rd. Sudbury). We will share some goodies, our
favorite Christmas memories, play a rousing game of Christmas Trivia, sing some
favorite carols, and share fun and fellowship.
Christmas Caroling at Sudbury Pines Nursing Home: On Sunday, December 11th
(12:30‐1:30pm) we will go visit old friends at Sudbury Pines Nursing Home and
Memory Unit (642 Boston Post Rd. Sudbury) and sing their favorite Christmas
carols.
Christmas Party at Pathways Family Shelter: On Saturday, December 17th (4:00‐
5:30pm) we will host a Christmas party for our neighbors at the Pathways Family
Shelter (248 Edgell Rd. in Framingham). Pathways has been a mission partner with
SUMC for over a decade. We will share some goodies, help the kids make Christmas
cards and decorate cookies, and share the spirit of Christmas.
A Kinder, Gentler Flash Mob at Sudbury Farms: On Sunday, December 18th (2:30 ‐
3:30 pm) we will gather outside the doors of Sudbury Farms Grocery Store (439
Boston Post Rd. Sudbury) and sing carols to folks going shopping. Last year, we had

folks from other congregations and even some shoppers stop and join us. Dress
festively, invite your friends...join the MOB! It's a BLAST!!!
Open Table Food Pantry: On Monday, December 19 (4:30pm), come join fellow
SUMC'ers to stock shelves, visit with clients, or be a personal shopper for a new
friend. Patty Helsingius and John Iberg are the Head Pantriers! (The Coolidge
School, 12 Bancroft St., Maynard)
Call or text Brad Stayton at 617‐460‐3816 if you have questions about how you can join
the conspiracy to put Christ back in Christmas!

The Barn Sing
Warm up your singing voice, bring your friends and family, and come to Hawes Hall for
Christmas carols and holiday cheer on Sunday afternoon, December 18, at 4:00 p.m.
We'll sing your favorite Christmas carols, holiday songs, and hymns and break for hot
cocoa, treats, and crafts & games for younger kids and the Youth Group. Wear your
favorite Christmas sweater, tie, socks, or other festive apparel! Please bring a nut‐free
snack, sweet or salty, to share, as you are able. Coffee and hot cocoa will be provided.

Were You There? The Women's Fellowship Gathered

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Social Justice Book Groups
This year the Social Justice commission will lead book discussions on fiction and non‐
fiction literature dealing with critical social justice issues. Please join us as we hold our
first book group meeting in January followed by another in February. We are also asking
for book recommendations for future group discussions.
America's Original Sin by Jim Wallis ‐ Monday, January 23rd 7:00 pm
As people of faith, how do we move beyond racial categories to become unified in the
''body of Christ"? How do we restructure a justice system that is intrinsically biased
against African Americans and Latinos? How do we welcome and treat "the stranger" in
our land? This book raises these and other important issues that we look forward to
discussing in January.
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead ‐ Monday, February 20th 7:00 pm
As the 2016 National Book Award winner for fiction, the Underground Railroad chronicles
a young slave's experiences as she travels north to freedom. Critics agree that "The
Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one woman's ferocious will
to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on the history
we all share."

Where
Book Groups will meet at 22 Summer St, Sudbury, home of Moira and Leon Lataille.
Should you have any questions, feel free to call Moira at 978.443.2568.

Christmas List Note: Books are the perfect gift!
Three copies of America's Original Sin are available in the Church Office. Please make
check out to SUMC for $12.00.

LEARN
Church School
It has been absolutely wonderful to see so many children
and families in church during Advent! With Pageant
Practices, Wednesday Soup Suppers, Advent Conspiracy
outings, and Sunday mornings, church school classrooms
grow into communities during this time of year, as our
church family spends much of this season together. Taking
part in our advent programming is a great way for new and
familiar faces to learn and to connect together. Whether this is your family's 1st or 24th
Christmas at SUMC, there is always room in our Inn, and something new to discover, too.
This Sunday, December 11th, children and youth will continue to learn about the stories
of Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. Come and explore! Church School will take place with
regular age/grade groupings and locations: 3‐5 year olds in preschool room 4 in the
Sunny Hill wing. 1st‐2nd grade, 3rd‐5th and 6th‐8th in their classrooms below the
sanctuary. After worship, please pick up your children in their classrooms to ensure that
everyone makes it back to their families safely. See you in church!

Youth to Return to Camp Berea in 2017

Under the leadership of Anthony Harrison, our youth will once again participate in a
retreat at Camp Berea up in Hebron, New Hampshire. This Christian camp weekend
offers worship and music, and the chance to play crazy games, meet hundreds of other
youth from around the area, and so much more. The youth and the chaperones are
getting excited!

Christmas Pageant Registration Form
The Christmas Pageant Registration Form is here. It is also available online HERE, as a
fillable form. Paper copies are available at church, too.

ADULT EDUCATION
The Upper Room
The Upper Room booklets are available in the narthex. Help yourself to a free copy for
your daily devotional readings. Or access it online by clicking here:

http://devotional.upperroom.org/
Thursday Bible Study Welcomes Newcomers
Sudbury UMC's Thursday Bible study group welcomes new participants. Meetings take
place at 10:00 a.m. on Thursdays at the Panera Bread located at 21 Andrew Avenue in
Wayland's Town Center, just two miles from Sudbury UMC! Each week's focus text is next
Sunday's preaching passage. Remember to bring your Bible and a few bucks for
something warm to sip.
We will look ahead to the passages being preached during worship on:

December 18: Matthew 1:18‐25
December 24: Luke 2:1‐20
December 25: John1:1‐14

GIVE
Close the Gap ‐ Support "Pave the Way +"
On November 20, Sudbury UMC's financial leaders launched "Pave the Way +" to close a
$100,000 gap between the $2.5 million pledged for this year's renovations and a 4%
overage that emerged when unexpected but necessary improvements were discovered.
Can you help by making a first‐time pledge to PTW+ or by making a supplemental pledge?
Please use one of the cards in the pew racks to indicate your level of support by this
coming Sunday, December 11.

A Note from the Staff Parish Relations Committee
With Christmas approaching, the Staff‐Parish Relations Committee invites you to
contribute to a special gift for Sudbury UMC's staff. This is a wonderful opportunity for
our congregation to recognize this special group. Kindly make your check payable to
SUMC and write Staff Christmas Gift on the memo line. Then place your gift in the
offering. Thanks for your generosity.

Volunteer
It's that time of the year... December services, those important days that we celebrate
together. It's time to take extra care in recording the services!
Kevin reports that important elements of our system are now back in their regular places
and are ready to make new recordings. If you have done this before, welcome back! If

you have never used our gear to help with SUMC audio projects, this would be a good
time to get involved and learn a new task or two. SUMC teenagers are encouraged to
consider "learning the ropes", as well.
Let Kevin Murphy know if you'd like to help! kevin@sudbury‐umc.org

Plan Ahead!
There will be a Lenten Booklet in 2017
Although we will not need as many writers as in the past, we still need your help. The
theme is Making All Things New. We plan to take meaningful devotions from the past‐‐
perhaps one from each booklet‐‐and add them to those you write today. Nancy Sweeney
has begun working on the booklet already and would welcome NEW devotions anytime
from NOW until mid‐January. At that time Patty Helsingius and Ann Hamilton will take
over to complete the booklet and have it ready by the last week in February.
Please let Nancy know if you are willing to write a devotion, even if you don't plan to
write until after the holidays. Here are some simple instructions. Send a devotion to
Nancy at nsweeneyj@aol.com. Try to limit your devotion to one page. Type in 12 point
type, use Times New Roman, if possible. The heading should contain a scripture to go
with the devotion on the left, title in the middle, and date on the right.
We will add the date and, if necessary, a scripture reference.
Nancy would love to receive your devotion early. You can e‐mail Nancy if you have any
questions. If you are new, samples of past booklets are in the office for you to look at.
New devotion writers are always welcome. Thanks for considering this opportunity to
share with our faith community.

Save the Date
Martin Luther King Celebrations
It's never too early to mark your calendars for the Annual MLK Celebrations held around
the state on Monday Jan. 16th 2017 including the annual MLK Breakfast held at the
Boston Conference Center and the MLK Breakfast held at the Crowne Plaza in Natick.
Stay tuned for details in upcoming editions of The Chronicle. Questions? Contact
Lataille@verizon.net.

SUNNY HILL PRESCHOOL
Su nny Hill Preschool is considering opening an additional 2.9 program
after the December break. The drop‐off program would run on
Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. There will
be no more than 10 children to two teachers in the class. If you are
interested or would like more information and your child is age
eligible during the first few months of 2017 please contact us! 978‐
443‐2627 director@sunnyhillpreschool.org or
office@sunnyhillpreschool.org.

Sudbury United Methodist Church | alexandra@sudburyumc.org | www.sudburyumc.org

