
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church 



Second Sunday After Pentecost 

May 25, 2008 
 

Before worship, please feel free to greet those around you.  Concerns or celebrations to be 

included in today‟s prayers may be recorded on cards in the pew pockets and passed to the 

ushers during the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us prepare to worship God. 
 

* indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 
 

Prelude: “Andante Religioso”    F. Mendelssohn 
 

Welcome         
 

*Call to Worship:  (Psalm 118:24) 
 

 Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made! 

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!     

  

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #159 – “Lift High the Cross” 
 

*Opening Prayer:   (United Methodist Book of Worship, USA, 20th cent., alt.) 
 

 Gracious and eternal God, you have led us to curiosity 

  about our creation, ourselves, and all things unknown. 

 Let us never lose our sense of wonder about the world you have given us. 

 God of Abraham and Sarah, you lead us to new understandings 

  when we least expect them. 

 Let us never see ourselves as too young, too old, or too wise 

  to learn new lessons from you. 

 Everlasting and ever-loving God, giver of knowledge and freedom, 

  fear and courage, doubt and faith, 

  grant that we might always use your gifts to build a world 

  where peace, justice, love and hope reign 

  in wisdom and in truth.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 27 

This reading is found on pages 503-504 in the Old Testament. 
 

Childrenôs Time: “Come to Me” 
 

Special Music: “When We are Called To Sing”  Keithan/R. Vaughn Williams 
 

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11 selections 

This reading is found on pages 225-226 in the New Testament. 
  
Sermon: “Just What Part of „Yes‟ Is Unclear to You?” 
 

 Our guest preacher, the Rev. Dr. Thom Gallen, is executive director of the  

 Preacher‟s Aid Society of New England. 



*Hymn of Response: UMH #451 – “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

A Time of Fellowship 
 

 Greeting Our Guests 

Concerns and Celebrations 

 Pastoral Prayer 

            The Lordôs Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever. Amen. 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Stewardship Moment  

 The Offertory: “Eternal Father Strong to Save” Whiting/Dykes 

 *The Doxology: UMH #94 – “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

   Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #92 – “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 

Postlude: “Postlude” in D op 33    Kevin Murphy 
 

Today‟s liturgist is Jay Krone. 
 

This morning‟s greeters are Marge, Donald and Hillary Glencross. 
 



 
 

Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 

concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 

richness of God‟s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 

of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  
 
 

Sudbury United Methodist Church   

251 Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  

Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 
 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy 

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews  

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 
 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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Sudbury United Methodist Church 
 

May 25, 2008 

 

You Belong Here 
 

Whether you have been looking for a church for months or ours is the first you have tried, the 

people of Sudbury UMC want you to know that you belong here.  By intentionally embracing all 

of God‟s children, we strive to be a congregation that embodies God‟s grace and acceptance.  To 

help us get to know you, please write your name, address, and phone number in your pew‟s 

attendance folder.  Midway through worship, consider introducing yourself when the pastor 

greets our guests.  Finally, take a minute to visit the “Welcome and Information Station” near the 

front door where volunteers who are eager to meet you will answer your questions.  Or, if you 

have time, make your way to our coffee hour following worship.  To find Hawes Hall, exit the 

sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, climb three stairs, turn left and follow the corridor all the 

way to the end.   
 

Todayôs Guest Preacher 

Please welcome to our pulpit this morning the Rev. Dr. Thom Gallen, executive director of the 

Preachers‟ Aid Society of New England.  Dr. Gallen is a clergy member of the New England 

Conference of The United Methodist Church.  He has served pastoral appointments in Paxton, 

North London, Kemblesville, Tremont, Donaldson, and Joilet, PA; as well as in Newton and 

Chatham, MA.  He has also been appointed to extension ministry as director of the Conference 

Council on Ministries in the former Southern New England Conference and as a consultant to the 

General Board of Global Ministries.  In 2001, Dr. Gallen began his service as director of the 

Preachers Aid Society, an agency that has been in continuous service to United Methodist clergy 

and their families in New England since 1832.  The Society seeks to improve the quality of life 

of United Methodist clergy, especially those retired from ministry and their surviving spouses, 

through strong financial support for retiree health care, training in financial management, 

spiritual life retreats, and direct services to families in need.  For 176 years, the Society‟s 

endowment has helped generations of clergy families enjoy a rich and full life in Christian 

ministry. 

Large Print Worship Books 
 

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The United Methodist Hymnal and 

The Faith We Sing are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 



Directions to the Family Room 
 

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Parents who wish to try our Family Room with 

visual and aural access to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both front stair wells.  

Parents may stay or entrust their children to the attendants on duty today.  To volunteer for an 

hour of childcare, phone Wendy Guillemette at 978-443-2566 or write your name on the roster 

posted in the Family Room. 

 

Used Cell Phones Needed  
  

Have you just upgraded to the latest whiz-bang techno-phone that cooks dinner for you?  

Wondering what to do with that old clunker you used to carry around?  Sudbury UMC, in 

partnership with Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership against Domestic Violence, has begun a used 

cell phone drive.  Collected phones will be reprogrammed to call 911 and other emergency 

numbers without the need of a cellular service plan and without a fee.  For victims of domestic 

violence who receive these phones, this can be a crucial lifeline to help.  Any cell phone and 

battery will be accepted.  If you have a cell phone you no longer need, please drop it in the 

basket on the stage in Hawes Hall no later than June 11 for delivery to the collection point at this 

year‟s sessions of the New England Annual Conference.  With your help, victims can have a 24-

hour lifeline to the help they need.   
 

Sunny Hill to Host Workshop 
 

Sudbury UMC‟s pre-school, Sunny Hill, will host an educational workshop for parents at 7:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, in Hawes Hall.  Deborah Weinstock-Savoy from WarmLines in 

Newton, will speak about children and transitions.  The workshop is free and the public is 

invited.  To RSVP, please phone Sunny Hill at 978-443-2627. 
 

Reprise of ñEvening at Popsò! 
 

May 17
th
‟s “Evening at Pops” in Hawes Hall was great fun for all who participated.  If you 

missed the show, you can look forward to the reprise at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 31, when 

singers and musicians from Sudbury UMC and our sister church will present music from movies, 

show tunes, gospel songs, and more.  A freewill offering to support Greenwood‟s Building Fund 

will be received.  On May 31, a bus will leave from Sudbury for Dorchester at 4:30 p.m.  For an 

evening of fellowship, don‟t miss this concert! 
 



Esther Circle Cookout 
 

Sudbury UMC‟s Esther Circle will gather for a cookout at the home of Nancy and Jim Sweeney, 

43 Ridge Hill Road in Sudbury, at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 27.  The hosts will provide hot 

dogs, hamburgers and the chef with participants contributing, munchies, salads, desserts, and 

beverages.  Guests are also asked to bring photos and mementos from favorite travel destinations 

or information about upcoming trips, either planned or dreamed.  For more information, please 

contact Linda Horton at 978-212-5451. 
 

Retirement Party for the Rev. Joyce Whetstone 
 

Sudbury UMC‟s sister church, Greenwood Memorial UMC, will host a retirement party for their 

pastor, the Rev. Joyce Whetstone, from 6:00 till 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 21, at The 

Lantana, 43 Scanlon Drive, in Randolph, MA.  To reserve a seat for $40.00 per person, please 

RSVP no later than June 2, to Doreen Powell, c/o Greenwood Memorial UMC, 378-A 

Washington Street, Dorchester, MA  02124.  Reservations may also be made by phone at 617-

288-8410 or by email at Doreen4141@aol.com.   

 

Adult Education Classes in June 
 

Using questions about the Christian faith posed by our church‟s members and friends, Pastor 

John and Pastor Joel have put together a series single-session classes for adults in June.  

Predictably, the questions many are asking could be the basis for several hours of lecture and 

discussion spread across many weeks.  And sometime in the future they might.  But, to get 

started addressing many of the topics that have been proposed, we‟ll meet in Davison Chapel on 

the following Monday nights from 7:30 till 9:00 p.m. 
 
 June 2 – “How Can I Forgive Others, Myself, and God?” (Pastor John) 
 

This session will address questions received about forgiving others, forgiving 

one‟s self, and forgiving God.  Jesus spoke often about the priority of forgiveness 

in the lives of those who live in God‟s kingdom.  There are many reasons 2,000 

years later to keep the conversation going.   
 
 June 9 – “Will Our Children Have Faith?” (Pastor Joel) 
 

When Pastor Joel studied with the Rev. Dr. John Westerhoff at Duke Divinity 

School, the most important question about Christian education was not “Will our 

kids learn all their Bible stories?” but “Will our children have faith?” Come and 

learn why the two questions are different, and why the second is more important. 
 
 June 16 – “Who Was the Historical Jesus?” (Peter Miano) 
 

Rev. Miano is a clergy member of the New England Conference and a Sudbury 

resident who teaches the historical roots of Christianity in the United States, 
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Europe, and the Middle East.  From new research into the question, “Who was the 

historical Jesus?” Peter will share glimpses of our faith‟s founding figure. 
 
 June 23 – “Does God Really Answer All Our Prayers?” (Pastor Joel) 
 

Have you ever prayed for something, only to hear the silence of heaven?  What is 

prayer?  How persistent does prayer have to be before God responds?  Does God 

really answer all our prayers?  What forms do God‟s answers take?  Does prayer 

change God or does prayer change us?   
 
 June 30 – “Does God Judge Us in This Life and the Next?” (Pastor John) 
 

Among the questions to be addressed during this session are “Why does God let 

bad things happen?  Is God judging us?  How does God judge individuals and 

nations?  How does God expect us to behave?”  Come and reflect on maintaining 

a healthy balance between doing justice on the one hand and loving mercy on the 

other. 
 

Midweek ñSpiritual Refillò 
 

For a midweek “spiritual refill,” check out the fellowship group that meets from 12:30 till 2:00 

p.m. on Wednesdays at Sudbury UMC.  Using The Upper Room as a guide, connect with God 

and fellow seekers.  Children are also welcome to enjoy a play date.   
 

Attention, Graduates and Loved Ones 

Worship on Sunday, June 1, will include a baccalaureate observance during which high school 

seniors and others who are completing higher education degrees this month and next will be 

recognized.  Worship planners need your help.  Specifically, please send us the names of 2008 

college graduates in your family as well as the institutions granting their degrees.  For high 

school seniors, send their name and future plans including, if applicable, the college they plan to 

attend.  Please email this information to Christian Education Director Andy Andrews at 

andy@sudbury-umc.org. 

A Month of Natural Disasters 
 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is working with Church World Service to assist 

those whose lives have been disrupted by this month‟s natural disasters.  In China‟s Sichuan 

Province, the search for earthquake survivors goes on and thousands live on the streets.  In 

Myanmar‟s gulf region and Yangon, the misery caused by Cyclone Nargis on May 3 continues.  

And UMCOR is also helping those impacted by tornados in Virginia, Arkansas, and Mississippi.  

To donate, please write your check to Sudbury UMC, noting “UMCOR-Tornados,” “UMCOR-

Cyclone,” or “UMCOR-Earthquake” on the memo line. 
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Take a Hike for Habitat! 
 

The 13
th

 annual Mount Monadnock hike to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity will take place 

during the weekend of June 6 and 7.  If you have never climbed this very accessible 3,165 foot 

peak, please join the four Sudbury UMC families that are planning to make the trip.  Learn more 

at the Habitat table in Hawes Hall after worship on Sunday mornings. 
 

Pastor Joel Returns May 27 
 

After leading an eight-day school for new pastors in the New England Conference, Pastor Joel 

will return to work at Sudbury UMC on Tuesday, May 27.  To leave a message for Joel, please 

dial 978-443-4351, ext. 205, and record your voice mail.  Joel checks his email and voice mail 

box regularly and responds to concerns requiring his assistance.   

 

Paternity Leave Concludes Tuesday 
 

By arrangement with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Sudbury UMC‟s associate pastor, 

John Nash, has been on paternity leave since May 12.  His two-week family time will conclude 

on Tuesday, May 27.  You may reach John by telephone at 978-443-4351 or by email at 

pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org.   

 

Church Office Closed Monday 
 

In observance of Memorial Day, Sudbury UMC‟s office will be closed Monday, May 26.   

There will be no Chronicle next week due to the holiday. 
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The Cultural Backgrounds of the new Testament: 

 
The Rev. Peter Miano will lead an adult education mini-seminar on Monday night 16 June 

(please put in the customary times). The session will be informal and feature slides and digital 

images from archaeological sites around the Eastern Mediterranean that illustrate the material 

and social settings of the New Testament. Rev. Miano is a clergy member of the New England 

Annual Conference and is appointed to The Society for Biblical Studies (www.sbsedu.org). All 

are invited. 

 

The Rev. Peter J. Miano 

Executive Director 

The Society for Biblical Studies 

661 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 40 

Arlington, Mass. 02476 

 

Phone: 781.641.4453 

Fax: 781.646.3373 
www.sbsedu.org 

 

Out Of The Darkness Overnight -- Walk for Lily Team 

Each summer, the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) holds a 

fundraising/awareness building, overnight 20-mile walk, in New York City.  For the second year 

in a row, members of SUMC will be part of the Walk for Lily Team, in memory of Lily 

Karian With your support, the team will be making a loud, proud statement that we all can and 

must take steps to bring suicide and mood disorders OUT OF THE DARKNESS.   

The OUT OF THE DARKNESS OVERNIGHT will be held on June 7-8, and the team is 

looking for sponsors, donations, and prayers.  Check out our press release in the Town Crier. 

 Look for our Awareness & Donation Tables around town over the next couple of weekends. 

 And stop by our bake sale in Hawes Hall after Sunday Worship – grab a brownie & brochure, 

and make a donation. With your help, we‟ll continue to shed light on depression and suicide. 

For more info, and to make an online donation, visit www.theovernight.org, and www.afsp.org. 

 The Walk for Lily Team 
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Opportunity to Contribute to Dominica Support 
 

Can you help SUMC support teacher salaries at the preschool at the Zion Methodist Church in 

Marigot, Dominica?  Twelve people each contributing $220 for a month of the lead teacher's 

yearly salary and twelve 

people each contributing $135 for a month of the assistant teacher's yearly salary will help us 

reach this goal. We also have four new adults on our family support list. A contribution of $300 

would sponsor an individual for a year. You will receive information about and photos of the 

person you sponsor. If you are willing to help, please contact Nancy Sweeney before June 15 at 

978-443-3985 or NSweeneyJ@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

Secondly: 

 

I was looking at the latest church directory.  Have you added the following people to the 

directory already--since the latest printed list of 4/17.  Most of these joined the church at the end 

of March.  At the very least, you probably don't have the Caring Network Information.  If they 

haven't been added, would you add them. 

Are there others you added that I don't know about? 

 

Jim Emken--Caring Network 9 

Cynthia Johnson--Caring Network 4 

Jody Levy--Caring Network 4 

Tim and Megan Caldwell--Caring Network 8 

Christine and Adrian Berg--Caring Network 5 

 

If you do not have addresses, phone numbers, or e-mails, contact me and I may have this 

information.  

 

Richard Smith me he is working on a system in the data base where we can pull up for our 

attendance records a list of prospects who have attended the church 10 or less times.  Do you 

know if that has happened yet? e tend not to add people to our directory list until either they have 

attended 10 times in a reasonable amount of time or have joined the church.  An accurate 

directory is going to be important for the upcoming Fall Stewardship Drive.  

 

Thanks!  Have a good day. 

Nancy Sweeney 
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