QTEPHEN MINISTRY

Sudbury United Methodist Church



First Sunday After Pentecost
May 18, 2008

Before worship, please feel free to greet those around you. Concerns or celebrations to be
included in to d a prdyess may be recorded on cards in the pew pockets and passed to the
ushers during the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us prepare to worship God.

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able
Prelude: “Abidewi t h Me"” arr. Thompson

Welcome

*Call to Worship: UMH page 859 -“ P s a | m6 1Rkesponsel

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #126 —“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”
*Opening Prayer: (Stephen Ministry, USA, 21st cent., alt.)

God of all goodness, you have blessed our congregation
and the communities we represent with the gift of Stephen Ministry.
We have seen our care-giving grow in depth and breadth
under your gentle guidance
and through the continued tending
of our Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers.
More and more people have been touched by the care of those
you have called into this ministry of healing and hope.
We ask for your continued blessing on our efforts,
and we offer ourselves always to your service.
Help us to know the needs of those who yearn for your touch.
We ask this in Jesusd name. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Acts 6: 1-6
This reading is found on pages 123-124 in the New Testament.

Chil drendWholiWes Stephen”
Special Music:“ Near er |, My God, tao. Cdatkse e”

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 28: 16-20
This reading is found on page 34 in the New Testament.

Proclamation: “ S thea Ministry at Sudbury UMC”

Jan Carvalho, Stephen Minister
Bonnie Wilson, Care Receiver
Bob Vannerson, Stephen Minister



Hymn of Response: UMH #593 —“Here | Am, Lord”
A Celebration of Stephen Ministry
A Time of Fellowship

Greeting Our Guests
Concerns and Celebrations
Pastoral Prayer

The Lorddés Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Stewardship Moment
The Offertory:* Hol y Gr ound?” Geron Davis
*The Doxology: UMH #94 —“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn of Commitment: FWS #2162 —“ Gr ace” Al one
*Dismissal with Blessing
Postlude:* Come, God, Creator JSpBachi t”
Today '’ s islEiictliodr gi st
Thi s mo r metermage’Claris agd Kristen Straub.



Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status,

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations. We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes,
concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the
richness of God’ s cr eraveldonee toall peofieline oue conomungty w e
of faith. We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family,

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach. We call the church and society to

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.

Sudbury United Methodist Church

251 Old Sudbury Roa&udbury, Massachuset01776

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785  fax: (978) 443-3052
Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor: John W. Nash pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard Harding reharding4@juno.com

Music Director/Organist: KevinMurphy

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz paula@sudbury-umc.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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Sudbury United Methodist Church
May 18, 2008

You Belong Here

Whether you have been looking for a church for months or ours is the first you have tried, the
people of Sudbury UMC want you to know that you belong here. By intentionally embracing all

ofGod's children, we strive to be a conTore
help us get to know you, please write you
attendance folder. Midway through worship, consider introducing yourself when the pastor

greets our guests. Finally, take a minut

front door where volunteers who are eager to meet you will answer your questions. Or, if you

have time, make your way to our coffee hour following worship. To find Hawes Hall, exit the
sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, climb three stairs, turn left and follow the corridor all the
way to the end.

Church Conference Today

Sudbury UMC’'s annual Spri ng Gesanatuaryhtoday shortly e r
after our 9:30 a.m. service concludes. Annual reports prepared by church officers and

commissions will be received, a full-time salary for our associate pastor set, leaders for the

coming program year elected, and endowment disbursements voted. Reports from and action
related to the work of the Building Committee and the Strategic Planning Task Force are also
anticipated. Church Conference booklets were made available last Sunday and may be picked up

in the narthex. Please plan to participate in this important annual meeting in which all church
members will have both voice and vote.

Attention, Graduates and Loved Ones

Worship on Sunday, June 1, will include a baccalaureate observance during which high school
seniors and others who are completing higher education degrees this month and next will be
recognized. Worship planners need your help. Specifically, please send us the names of 2008
college graduates in your family as well as the institutions granting their degrees. For high
school seniors, send their name and future plans including, if applicable, the college they plan to
attend. Please email this information to Christian Education Director Andy Andrews at

andy@sudbury-umc.org.



mailto:andy@sudbury-umc.org

A Month of Natural Disasters

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is working with Church World Service to assist

those whoseliveshave been disrupted by this mont h’
Province, the search for earthquake survivors goes on and thousands live on the streets. In
Myanmar’'s gulf regi on ayQyclor &argisoniviay 3tcontiauesmi s
And UMCOR is also helping those impacted by tornados in Virginia, Arkansas, and Mississippi.

To donate, please write your check to Sudbury UMC n ot i n gTorhadasy’C ORU M-C OR
Cyclone,”or “ UMCaQR h oprutte knembd line.

Large Print Worship Books

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The UnitedViethodist Hymnaand
The Faith We Singre available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Directions to the Family Room

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship. Parents who wish to try our Family Room with
visual and aural access to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both front stair wells.
Parents may stay or entrust their children to the attendants on duty today.

Take a Hike for Habitat!

The 13™ annual Mount Monadnock hike to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity will take place
during the weekend of June 6 and 7. If you have never climbed this very accessible 3,165 foot
peak, please join the four Sudbury UMC families that are planning to make the trip. Learn more
at the Habitat table in Hawes Hall after worship on Sunday mornings.

Used Cell Phones Needed

Have you just upgraded to the latest whiz-bang techno-phone that cooks dinner for you?
Wondering what to do with that old clunker you used to carry around? Sudbury UMC, in
partnership with Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership against Domestic Violence, has begun a used
cell phone drive. Collected phones will be reprogrammed to call 911 and other emergency
numbers without the need of a cellular service plan and without a fee. For victims of domestic
violence who receive these phones, this can be a crucial lifeline to help. Any cell phone and
battery will be accepted. If you have a cell phone you no longer need, please drop it in the
basket on the stage in Hawes Hall no later than June 11 for delivery to the collection point at this
year ' s sessi oandsAnmud Confenerce. Wehwourthelpgvictims can have a 24-
hour lifeline to the help they need.



ALove Offeringo Envelopes

In times of financial stress,ou r ¢ h u r ¢ h, friends,renel meighdars seek help from our
Pastors’ E m @aexpeess yowy suppaut im d concrete way, please write a check to
Sudbury UMC, noting “Pastors’ Eumee gteme y“ IF
Of fering” envel o pesignateiyourspeaiakgiftpew r acks t o

Sunny Hill to Host Workshop

Sudbury UMC "’ s -scpool,eSunny Hill, will host an educational workshop for parents at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday, May 28, in Hawes Hall. Deborah Weinstock-Savoy from WarmL.ines in
Newton, will speak about children and transitions. The workshop is free and the public is
invited. To RSVP, please phone Sunny Hill at 978-443-2627.

Re pr i &wning dt Popso!

Last ni ght ' s il Hawee Huall waggreah fun foPadl whe participated. If you

missed the show, you can look forward to the reprise at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 31, when
singers and musicians from Sudbury UMC and our sister church will present music from movies,
show tunes, gospel songs,and more. A f reewi Il offering to sur
will be received. On May 31, a bus will leave from Sudbury for Dorchester at 4:30 p.m. For an
evening of fellowship, do n * t hisconses! t

Esther Circle Cookout

Sudbury UMC's Esther Circle will gather f
43 Ridge Hill Road in Sudbury, at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 27. The hosts will provide hot

dogs, hamburgers and the chef with participants contributing, munchies, salads, desserts, and
beverages. Guests are also asked to bring photos and mementos from favorite travel destinations

or information about upcoming trips, either planned or dreamed. For more information, please
contact Linda Horton at 978-212-5451.

Retirement Party for the Rev. Joyce Whetstone

Sudbury UMC’'s sister church, Greenwood Me
pastor, the Rev. Joyce Whetstone, from 6:00 till 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 21, at The

Lantana, 43 Scanlon Drive, in Randolph, MA. To reserve a seat for $40.00 per person, please

RSVP no later than June 2, to Doreen Powell, c/o Greenwood Memorial UMC, 378-A

Washington Street, Dorchester, MA 02124. Reservations may also be made by phone at 617-
288-8410 or by email at Doreen4141@aol.com.
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Advocating for Food Banks

Food banks across the nation are suffering critical shortages, resulting from the decline in
USDA-provided food, fixed federal funding, and rising farm prices. More than ever the
Massachusetts Emergency Food Assistance Progrataying a crucial role in helping the

four Massachusetts food banks serve more than 114,000 people a week. Therefore, the Social
Justice Commission asks for your help in restoring $1 million in fundingtothe St a FY®8 s
budget to ensure that food banks receive the same level of funding, $12 million total, they
werevotedinFY07. Dur i ng today’ s coffee haoignaleterr Ch
prepared by the commission to be mailed to our senators. We also urge you to phone the

senator who represents your town.

Building Our Endowment

To cel ebr at e 13hirthdayythe PermdnighCEndownent Committee invites gifts
toward the invested funds that generate support for benevolence ministries and, as needed, our
church’”s operating budget. For each memb
even $5. 10. Write your check to Sudbury U]
years to come, God will multiply your gift!

Happy Graduation, Allyson!

This week, you can add a graduation card to the prayers our congregation has been offering for
Allyson Shifley, granddaughter of Roy and Bev Paro. Her address is 15 EImwood Road,
Winthrop, MA 02152. Though she continues in treatment for a plastic anemia, Allyson hopes to
participate in her graduation exercises on Monday, May 19.

Pastor John on Paternity Leave

By arrangement with the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Sudbur y UMC’ s as s
John Nash, is on paternity leave till May 26. While John takes this break to get to know his new
daughter, Abigail, with his wife, Linda, and their first daughter, Samantha, he is excused from
leading worship, teaching classes, attending meetings, and responding to emails, letters, and

phone calls. Specific requests for pastoral help should be brought to our senior pastor, Joel
Guillemette, or our visitation pastor, Dick Harding.



Class to Explore Islamic Extremism

Karen Hernandez-Andrews will offer a class entitled, Understanding Al Qaeda and Islamic
Extremisnon Monday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m., in Davison Chapel. Karen will cover the history of
the movement, an understanding of Jihad as well as suggest a perspective on current world
events. Questions? Contact KarenLHAndrews@aol.com.

Peace with Justice Sunday

United Methodist churches around the wor/l
by receiving a special offering. These special gifts will enable our denomination to advocate for
human rights, fair-trade products, environmental stewardship, eradicating poverty, alleviating
hunger, conflict mediation, health care, affordable housing, and non-violence. The Social Justice
Commi ssion urges you to hold “Peace with

and sends its thanks to all who give today.

Midweek fiSpiritual Refillo

Do you need a “spirihewek? Ifsoedmedndpdrticipateind he n
fellowship group that meets from 12:30 till 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at Sudbury UMC. Using
TheUpper Roondevotional magazine as a guide, participants reconnect with God and with each
other. All are welcome, even children who enjoy a play date with a sitter. Questions? Contact
Debbie C. Stow at 978-562-9969, or debbiecrane@comcast.net.

Pastor Joel Leading New Pastorsod Sc

While he is leading an eight-day school for new pastors in the New England Conference, Pastor
Joel will be staying in North Andover, MA, from Sunday, May 18, till Monday, May 26. By
checking his email and staying in phone contact with our church office, Joel will respond to
concerns requiring his assistance.



